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 Eight years ago, Habitat’s Board of Directors took a leap of faith and   

decided in order to bring the Affiliate to the next step they needed to hire a       

Director of Development.  Upon hiring Rex Melius, the Affiliate had two       

employees, was $250,000 in debt, built one house a year and had one     

struggling ReStore.  The first year, Russ Wanta and the Board challenged Rex 

to raise his salary. If he did this, they would consider his first year a success. Rex 

knocked it out of the park! He not only raised his salary, he far exceeded that  

expectation and has not looked back!  Since Rex was hired, Habitat has never 

had a negative year. 

Eight years later the affiliate has 

25 employees 

4 home builds each year 

24 Brush with Kindness projects each year 

3 successful ReStores 

 Russ Wanta’s vision for fund raising 

for the affiliate was to have many sources of 

income to support the ministry of Habitat.  Instead of cutting the pie in half – cut it 

in 8 or 10 slices.  More people/organizations have investments in the success of 

Habitat.  Rex understood and was able to successfully accomplish Russ’s vision.  

Not only did Rex involve many in the community – but found ways to      

support the ministry in small ways that made a big impact.   For example – 

Shoe Collections, Nickels for Nails and Sign-a-Board.  Churches participated 

in these fund raisers and not only did they raise money but increased awareness 

in the community about what Habitat for Humanity was accomplishing. 

 Rex Melius will be missed for some many reasons:  His passion for 

Habitat – his work ethic – his humor and personality – his respect for those he 

worked with along the way – and his creative fund raising projects.    

 Thank you Rex for the devotion and passion you brought to the position 

of Director of Development!  You created the position and now you pass the torch 

to Lisa Disch – Johnson. Job well done!  God bless you as you take this next 

step in your life called retirement …you have earned it! 

 Habitat for Humanity of 

Washington County  is excited to    

welcome  Rex Melius to the         

position of Director of  Development. 

 

Most Recently, 

Rex held the     

position of General 

Manager of the 

Charter Raceway 

Park in  Beaver 

Dam, WI with  accomplished results in 

the sales, marketing and promotion. 

Prior to that Rex spent most of his   

professional career with Tecumseh 

Products of Grafton. 

 Rex is a self motivated,       

enthusiastic, and organized individual 

who has a passion for the ministry of 

Habitat for Humanity.  Rex is a native 

of   Washington County and currently    

resides in Hartford, WI where he lives 

with his wife and grown son. 

Please welcome Rex to the Habitat 

team. 

Revelations of Rex  

508 & 512 South Main St. 

Juneau, WI 53039 Ceremony at 9am.  

Spring 2009 
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LOOKING FOR A SIMPLE, QUALITY HOME TO OWN? 

CALL 262-338-0690 

We do not give away homes! 

Families must have a need for housing, ability to pay a no interest 

mortgage and be willing to partner by putting sweat equity into the 

construction of their home. 

    
 
 
 

May 6th -13th 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Additional Women Build 

Days: 
Washington County 

July 15 
August 19 

September 9 
October 14 

 
Dodge County 

September 9 
October 14 

Kelly Majerus is no stranger to Habitat for Humanity of 
Washington and Dodge Counties. After working to become a     
future homeowner in 2015, her family situation changed, forcing 
her to let go of her dream of owning a home. But in 2016, she    
reapplied to become a future Habitat homeowner and continued 
her pursuit to give her family, daughters, Amiyah (3 1/2) and    
Kendal -Rain (5 1/2) a home of their own. “I love knowing this is 
what I am doing for my kids,” she said.   

All of her previous hours were applied to her sweat equity 
for her new home, but she continued to work toward her goal     

doing everything from working on a 
build site, volunteering at events, 
and data entry at her home all 
while working as a caregiver and 
going to school to become a     
Certified Nursing Aide. “I’ve been 
trying to figure everything out. With 
school schedules, working, and 
raising two girls alone, I still am 
able to participate,” she said. “It’s 
still what I want to do. I’m not going 
to give up now.” 
 She is waiting on her CNA 
certification from the state and 
now, to supplement her income, 
she is working toward a license in 
cosmetology.  
 Partnering with Habitat has 
been interesting for her. “A lot of 

laughter and fun with a lot of learning,” as every day at the build 
site had her doing a different project.  She has even involved her 
children in her journey to becoming a Habitat homeowner. They 
came with her to see the building plans, and she took them to the 
build site to show her daughters the work she had done.  

She has never been on her own and she wanted to take 
this opportunity to own a home. With her daughters watching, Kelly 
has shown how perseverance and faith can make dreams come 
true.   

 Meet the Majerus Family WOMEN BUILD 

WEEK 



 

 

 In 2012, Amy Kumrow first 

volunteered for Habitat for Humanity 

of Washington and Dodge Counties 

at a Women Build on 

Second St in West 

Bend. She continued 

to volunteer for     

various projects and 

later, helped at the 

affiliate office with the 

newsletter and for 

photography at 

events. 

 Then Amy decided to help 

with A Brush With Kindness roof   

repair one summer   

despite her  dislike for 

heights. As Morgan 

Pfaff,   Director of    

Family   Services, 

states when she  intro-

duces Amy, “I found her on a roof.”  

 In June 2016, the affiliate   

welcomed Amy as the Outreach         

Coordinator for marketing, and after 

coordinating volunteers in Morgan’s 

absence for three weeks in the fall of 

2016, she also added the role of   

volunteer coordinator in January 

2017.  
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Meet the Staff  

Rescued & ReStored 

Free Admission 

Downtown at S. 5th  Avenue 

and Walnut Street  

For more information    

please visit:   

http://

westbendgermanfest.com/ 

 

The Kiln has been operating  
around the clock during these  
winter months, drying over 6,000 
board feet of wood. The dried 
wood is then shipped out to   
Germantown, West Bend,     
Beaver Dam, Fond du Lac and    
Sheboygan ReStores.  
 
Rescued Wood Tables,  
Benches and Stools Make 
Their Debut at 2017            
GERMANfest 
 
In the good old      
tradition of German 
Beer Halls, the 
Rescued Wood 
team is creating tables with 
benches, as well as two special 
live edge tables with live edge 
slab stools for GERMANfest. In 

showcasing the 
wood by         
creating these 
items, Habitat 
hopes to remind 
the West Bend 
public that trees 

that may have been cut down in 
front of their homes have not 
gone to waste, but instead have 
been turned into something 
beautiful. Stop in and see these 
lovely creations - Gemutlichkeit! 

Rescued Wood and ReStores 
go hand in hand 
 
Habitat for Humanity ReStores 
are seeing a strong trend for    
using Rescued Wood in various 
projects. The uniqueness of the 
live edge wood has brought many 
craftsmen and artisans to the 
stores in search of their inspira-
tion. Numerous counter tops,   
tables, stools 
and bar tops 
have been 
created by 
local wood-
workers 
throughout 
the Washington and Dodge 
County areas. Local schools 
have embraced the wood in their 
woodworking classes,  artistic  
enterprises have utilized the    
various cut-offs and ends with 
their endeavors, and craftspeople 
have created timeless holiday 
pieces with the rounds. ReStores 
are also upcycling many donated 
items with new and unique     
Rescued Wood tops or sides,  
giving a time worn piece a new 
timeless look. Check out the   
creative and unique items on the 
floor! 

August 24 – 27 
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Keep In Touch 

3000 S. Main St 
Horicon, WI 53032  

2017 Annual  Golf  Fore Homes  
 

June 16,  2017  

Save the Date 

Revamping the  

http://hfhrestore.org/ 

https://facebook.com/hfhwado 

https://pinterest.com/HFHWaDo/ 

https://twitter.com/HFHWaDo 

New Website:  

New 

 

Pages  

Online 

https://www.facebook.com/hfhwado
https://www.pinterest.com/HFHWaDo/
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=habitat%20for%20humanity%20of%20washington%20and%20dodge%20counties%20pinterest+site:www.pinterest.com&t=ffab
https://twitter.com/HFHWaDo

