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West Bend Germanfest – Aug 24-27, 2017 – At the Corner    

of S. 5th Ave. & Walnut St. – Free Admission & Parking 

Two great cover bands kick off  West Bend Germanfest on Thursday: The Eddie Butts Band from 

5PM– 8PM and Rebel Grace from 8PM– 11Pm. Friday put on your dancing shoes for some fun   

polka music  beginning at 11AM. Come see Box On or Squeezebox  with Ted Lange and Mollie B.  

Saturday night’s headliner is the energetic cover band  The Playlist (formerly Rabid Aardvarks). Visit 

our website www.westbendgermanfest.com for a complete listing of bands. 

The 32nd annual Germanfest will feature German and craft beers this year along a variety of wines. 

Root beer floats and other non-alcoholic beverages will also be available. There will be a host of 

food vendors on site offering  everyting  from authentic German cuisine to fresh wraps. Be sure to 

save room for our delectable, authentic, handmade German dessserts! 

Bring the whole family! Enjoy Kinderzone, an activity center for all ages. Sharpen your card playing 

skills and join Germanfest’s Sheepshead tournament. Come for a fun beer stein holding contest 

(Masskrugstemmen) Friday and Saturday! Our traditional nail–hammering (Nagelschlagen) contest 

is returning. Don’t forget our Germanfest Souvenir Stand! 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH GERMANfest!  

 
Interested in helping at GERMANfest? All of the proceeds will help Habitat 
continue to build safe and affordable housing.  To sign up, CLICK HERE 

Please like and share our events page: west bend germanfest 2017 

http://westbendgermanfest.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4ba8ac28a5fa7-germanfest
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LOOKING FOR A SIMPLE, QUALITY HOME TO OWN? 

CALL 262-338-0690 

We do not give away homes! 

Families must have a need for housing, ability to pay a no interest 

mortgage and be willing to partner by putting sweat equity into the 

construction of their home. 

Alyssa Thim-

mesch and her 

daughter 

moved into 

their home at 

Jackson  in 

January 2015.  

Like other 

Habitat home-

owners, the 

struggle to balance work, school,   

family, and sweat equity hours tested 

her determination to become a  home-

owner, but she succeeded.  Looking 

back almost three years later,  Alyssa 

noticed a change in herself. 

 “I feel like my independence 

has increased,” she said. “I feel more 

confident that I am able to accomplish 

a more stable lifestyle in this home 

than I was before, because I have a 

place of my own.” 

 Owning her home has motivat-

ed her to focus on her finances and be 

more goal-oriented for herself and her 

daughter Annaliese. “I have to improve 

myself to improve our lives.” 

 Now, Alyssa volunteers for 
events, home builds and as a family 
mentor to help guide and give assur-
ance to the next Habitat homeowners. 
“I am grateful to give back to other 
families and to be a support system to 
a family who is just like mine,” she 
said. “It’s nice to have a connection 

beyond the house.” 

 Craig and Charlotte Schwark with their three children, Timothy (16), 

Hazel (12) and Joanne (9 months) are anxiously waiting for their home to 

be built in Juneau.  

 The past year has been full of 

highs and lows … the first high was 

the birth of their daughter, Joanne, 

last October. Five days after her birth, 

Craig was diagnosed with cancer. He 

has completed his treatment and he 

is now cancer free. The next high 

was being accepted into the Habitat 

home owners program in June.  The 

next low is having to give up their 

rental apartment because the landlord is not able to give them a month to 

month lease which they need before moving into their home. They will be 

moving in with Craig’s parents in the meantime.   

 Craig works at Midwest Veterinary Supplies in 

Sun Prairie. Charlotte is a stay at home mom. In      

addition, she is a personal trainer, and  enjoys         

exploring her creative side as an artist, sculpting and 

other mediums. 

 When asked what the family is most excited for 

in home ownership is that the house will be fully             

handicap accessible. Timothy has a disability and is 

confined to a wheel chair. In their current living        

arrangement, he has to sleep in the kitchen because 

all of the bedrooms are upstairs.  In their new home. 

Timothy will have his own bedroom and the ability to bathe at home.   

 The Schwark family is hoping to move into their new home by the 
end of the year. They are looking forward to some balance in their lives 
without the extreme highs and lows of the past year and are very grateful 
for this opportunity. 

 Meet the Schwark 

Family 

Where are they 

now?  
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Meet the Staff  

Financial Coaching  
Habitat for    
Humanity of 
Washington and 
Dodge Counties 
welcomed Tim 
Obst to our 
team. Tim start-
ed his position 
as our A Brush 
With Kindness 
(ABWK) super-
visor on July 17, 
2017.  

 His background is Residential 
and Commercial building maintenance 
industry where he has worked for the 
past 7 years.  
 When asked what led him to 
Habitat, he chatted about his current      
volunteer work for other non-profits, and 
after a discussion about the Habitat  
mission with Russ Wanta, he decided “It 
is a worthwhile mission to be a part of.” 
 Though he has not volunteered 
with Habitat previously, he concluded 
the career shift from building       
maintenance industry would allow him 
to stretch his abilities while helping our 
affiliate continue our mission of seeking 
to put God’s love into action by bringing 
people together to build homes,      
communities, and hope.  
 For Tim, his role is to help    
existing homeowners with home repairs 
or renovations to assist with necessary 
safety issues.  
 Tim is a devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ and serves at his Church 
and participates in a small Bible study 
group.  
 If you need to reach Tim, 
please call him at 262-483-2053 or 
email him at ABWK@hfhwashco.org  
 

Recent studies of financial literacy in American households have produced 

some sobering statistics: 

 Just 32% of Americans keep a household budget. 

 76% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck. 

 30% of Americans prepare a long-term financial plan such as savings & 

investment goals. 

 Habitat for Humanity believes in empowering new homeowners with 

the tools and resources needed to help make informed choices about their 

money. Partnering with Thrivent Financial to deliver a series of financial literacy 

workshops was a natural choice. Thrivent is a not for profit membership organization 

of Christians dedicated to connecting faith and finances for good. Their values-

based workshop series provides informative ways to share, save, and spend. 

 This past November, several residents in the 

community answered the call to become volunteer 

financial coaches. In February, Habitat and Thrivent 

offered a Train the Trainer one-day workshop to  

understand the curriculum and how to effectively 

engage participants. They also spent an evening 

doing a fun service project at the Habitat ReStore to 

enjoy some teambuilding time. 

 Throughout May and June, these financial 

coaches provided workshops, called “More Than 

Money Matters,” on topics such as setting goals,   

finding money to save, credit and debt, budgeting 

and communicating. Participants developed skills to 

take charge of their finances and shared their       

experiences with each other.  

 The decision to buy a family home is one of the most important financial 

choices made by households, and these tips and tools have inspired future Habitat 

homebuyers to make informed choices in their financial life.  Habitat will be offering 

additional courses for both youth and adults to provide more opportunities to learn 

about money management, retirement strategies, and ways to live generously. 

These courses are free and open to the public. If you are interested in attending a 

workshop or becoming a volunteer financial coach, please contact us today! 

 Families Served Through  

ABWK Home Repair : 

186 

 95 adults, 91 children 

 41 disabled, 43 seniors  

 

Washington County        

Families:  

320 

 124 adults, 196 children 

 38 disabled, 28 seniors  

 

Families Served Through 

Homeownership:  

177 

 58 adults, 119 children 

 12 disabled, 3 seniors  

 

Dodge County           

Families:  

43 

 29 adults, 14 children 

 15 disabled, 18 seniors  

 

 

Habitat Family Facts  1998 - 2017 
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ReStore News 

2017 Annual  Fa l l  Celebrat ion  
 

November 11,  2017  

West Bend Mutual                 
Prairie Center 

1900 S 18th Ave  
West Bend, WI 53095  

Thank you to all our volunteers, supporters and sponsors who helped make Women Build 2017 a 

success. We had over 100 women participate in the Women Build sponsored by Lowe’s. We look 

forward to seeing everyone and new faces next year.  

Congratulations Bernie Hletko, 

Germantown ReStore manager, 

on receiving the Employer Support 

of the Guard and Reserve award! 

As a special thank you the 128th 

Air National Guard took him up in 

a KC-135 Refueling US Military 

Fixed Wing Aircraft!!!  

In response to the Cambria blast in Dodge County, Habitat for Humanity 

of Washington and Dodge Counties ReStores donated $1,343 to the 

Old Mill Foundation, a not-profit started by Didion Milling and Didion 

Ethanol, established for aid victims of the Cambria blast and their    

families. Habitat for Humanity serves our communities by working with 

our communities. As part of our mission to put God’s love into action by 

bringing people together to build homes, communities, and hope, all 

three ReStores (West Bend, Germantown, and Beaver Dam) donated 

25% of total profits from June 10th to Old Mill Foundation. Thank you to 

all ReStore staff, customers and donators.  
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