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West Bend ReStore OPENING in 2022
In late April 2021, a small fire broke out in the West Bend ReStore. Luckily, no
one was hurt, but there was extensive smoke damage. This prompted the Habitat
Executive Director, Russ Wanta to make a decision: rebuild or relocate.
Habitat for Humanity of Washington & Dodge Counties purchased Skate Country
1950 N Main Street in the summer of 2021. Renovations began immediately.
A new partnership with Walmart in Hartford this fall and staff from that store
joined Habitat every Thursday to help renovate the ReStore faster. Their
volunteer hours will be matched dollar for dollar by corporate as a donation to
the affiliate.

West Bend Mutual Insurance also came to the rescue this fall by providing a
grant of $35,000 to help cover the costs of a new sprinkler system for the
ReStore.
Without community partners like Walmart &
West Bend Mutual Insurance, Habitat would
struggle to fulfill it's mission of providing
these services to people in need.

Thank you!
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CONSTRUCTION 2022
JUNEAU | WEST BEND
Habitat for Humanity of Washington & Dodge Counties is excited
to begin construction on 2 new homes in 2022: one in Juneau
and one in West Bend. The Juneau home is being built next to
two other Habitat homes built in 2018. Habitat's Director of
Programming, Paul Piechowski and Site Supervisor, Rob Greuel
will lead volunteers on the house builds this spring and summer.
The second Habitat home is being constructed on Kilbourn
Avenue in West Bend. This new home will have 3 bedrooms and
a single car garage. The home will be across from Riverside Park.
Thank you to our 2022 Juneau build sponsors,
the John Deere Foundation and the Greater Milwaukee Foundation

NEW LOCATION
2022!
GOLF FORE HOMES 2022
CLICK FOR MORE INFO
CAMELOT GOLF CLUB
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH 2022
Beaver Dam, WI Madison Street will get a makeover this spring! One lucky
block will be invited to participate in HFHWDC's first Rock the Block! May
13th will be our launch party at the Thirsty Beaver and projects will take
place on Saturday, May 14th! We are excited to announce that United Way
of Dodge County is our event sponsor for this exciting pilot project in
Beaver Dam. Making BIG changes in a small part of town with the help of
volunteers will transform Madison Street this spring! For more information,
CLICK HERE
.

WEST BEND GERMANfest
is back DOWNTOWN
AUGUST 25-28

For More Information, CLICK HERE
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Meet Rick & Linda Bruss
West Bend, WI
Rick & Linda have been married for nearly 38 years and are proud
to call West Bend home. Rick has worked at Serigraph since 1984
while Linda stayed home to raise their 3 children, Chad, Kelly, and
Jessica. Their kids are now grown so Rick & Linda now have more
time to volunteer.
Linda said, "We learned about Habitat through our daughter, Kelly who volunteered on a build
site her junior year of high school around 2006. We then visited the West Bend ReStore and
volunteered to organize their merchandise." Rick included, "I work during the week so
I volunteer mostly on the weekends. I enjoy it because it's different from my day job, helping
customers, more manual labor." The Brusses have spent time at both the Germantown &
West Bend ReStores. They have especially enjoyed their volunteer time at the Germantown
location since they relocated to the larger space in 2018. "I have entire sections of the store
that are mine and I am in charge of organizing and arranging everything just the way I like it"
Linda said. During Christmas time, the Brusses were instrumental in setting up all the trees
and decorations at the store. Linda added, "We sold 86 trees this year! Sometimes we would
add bows because it looks nice."
Rick & Linda said that the stores need volunteers desperately. With donations during the
pandemic reaching record levels, the employees spend most of their time with intake, repair,
and inventory. The Brusses said that having volunteers on the floor organizing merchandise is
especially important now that new inventory arrives on the floor each day.
Their time spent volunteering in the ReStores has been paramount in the set-up of both
the Germantown and Beaver Dam ReStores. Linda spent 6 to 7 days a week setting up the
Beaver Dam location in 2013.
Rick & Linda estimate that they've volunteered thousands of hours but are not quite sure. Not only have they been familiar
faces in the ReStores for the past 14 years, but they also volunteer at Habitat fundraising events. Rick & Linda prefer to stay
"behind the scenes" and quietly have helped set up, tear down, and clean up during West Bend GERMANfest for many years.
They sign up for the jobs
that no one wants and never expect a pat on the back or any accolades for their devotion to the organization. They are selfless
and both love to volunteer & give back. So, what keeps them coming back? "We're having so much fun down here in
Germantown. Our schedule is flexible, the people are nice, and the regulars!" Linda said.
Rick added, "Some people come in every day and we know them by name. That's nice."

West Bend, WI
Habitat's Tiny House 2021 build was so successful that we're doing it again! Under the
leadership of Habitat's Construction team and Rob Willmas, the West Bend and Kewaskum
High School students will spend this winter and spring at the Moraine Park Technical
College building the house. Last year's build resulted in a part-time job for a high school
student with Habitat and $47,000 raised in the live auction!
.

Interested in volunteering? Email: volunteer@hfhwashco.org
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